SimplyMap: Introducing a New Mapping Tool & Data Source at Drexel Libraries by Bhatt, Jay et al.
S i m p l y M a p 
Introducing a New Mapping Tool & Data Source at Drexel Libraries 
As university libraries move from hosting print collections toward more electronic content, they have 
also begun to offer a range of data and analysis tools.  This responds to increased demands from faculty 
that students substantiate their research with original analysis of data, instead of just citing the work of 
other authors.  In 2007 Drexel University Libraries began offering the “SimplyMap” web-based mapping 
application to meet this need. Using a simplified interface it affords similar features to sophisticated 
geographic information systems (GIS). SimplyMap comes bundled with a number of datasets: the 2000 
U.S. Census with 2006 & 2007 estimates and 2011 projection;, Consumer Expenditures and Quality of 
Life data (such as weather and crime).  
 
The maps – as well as the underlying data – can be exported for use in Word, PowerPoint or Excel.  In 
reality it is two tools in one: an application for visualizing data as maps and, a map-interface for 
retrieving datasets. Empowered with both the tools and data to rapidly test hypotheses and interpret 
results visually, students have the opportunity to participate more deeply in the research process and 
experience a more active and engaged form of learning.  
 
Drexel librarians have developed a number of examples to show how maps and datasets from SimplyMap 
might be used effectively to support typical student research assignments.   
Have you considered Cobb’s Creek? 
Use SimplyMap to Answer Questions by Building Maps & Creating Queries 
3. Finally, create a map showing areas with similarly aged populations 
(more than 16.5% over 65) and similar spending on prescription drugs 
(more than $450 a year per household). 
2. Then look at the average household spending on prescription drugs.  
South Philly does seem to have an older population that spends heavily on 
prescriptions. 
1. First, create a map showing the percentage of people over 65 living in 
the area.  (The geographic unit is Census Block Groups, and the data is 
broken into local quintiles.) 
What if I want to...? 
Map multiple variables or point data?  For more sophisticated mappings, we 
recommend a full-featured GIS package, such as ArcInfo or Google Earth. 
 
Add terrain?  Again, a professional GIS program will be more suitable for you. 
 
Map my own data?  You’re in luck!  SimplyMap will happily import any 
geographically-themed data set you own.  Contact your subject librarian to 
get the process started. 
Great Reasons to Use SimplyMap... 
Creating maps quickly:  SimplyMap has a lower learning curve than other GIS 
systems.  It’s ideal for students just getting started with geographic 
information or administrators who need quality results quickly. 
 
Identifying useful data sets:  Using SimplyMap, you can easily drill through 
census and marketing data to identify the variables that are most relevant 
for your project. 
 
Exporting data:  SimplyMap can export any of its data for use in Excel or 
other analysis programs.  In addition, you can export shape files for use in 
other GIS packages.  
 
Create collaborative workspaces:  Faculty can share their maps with students 
and colleagues, to explore data collectively. 
Using SimplyMap 
SimplyMap’s “Create Query” feature allows you to combine variables 
via Boolean operators to identify regions meeting specific criteria.  
Create reports to quickly compare variables across different regions. 
Answer Research Questions 
“I am interested in identifying 
neighborhoods that could be good 
candidates for anti-crime 
outreach initiatives centered on 
GED programs. What areas of 
Philadelphia have high murder 
rates and a high concentration of 
high school drop-outs?” 
Variables:  
Murder Index (US Avg=100), 2006 
>= 120 (from the Quality of Life, 
2007 dataset)  
AND 
% Education, < High School, 2006 
> 35 (from US Census 2007 
Estimates dataset) 
Geographic Unit:  
Census Block Groups 
Answer Business or Marketing Questions 
“I want to determine counties 
across the country that are in 
heavy snowfall regions and have 
active new home markets, in 
order to help my firm market our 
specialized structural engineering 
services.” 
Variables:  
New Homes (Mkt Segment), 2007 
> 100 (from the Quality of Life, 
2007 dataset)  
AND  
Average Annual Snowfall (Total 
Inches), 2007  
> 40 (from the Market Segments 
2007 dataset) 
Geographic Unit:  
Counties 
SimplyMap offers a variety of variables including US Census 
data, and Market and Quality of Life data from EASI Inc. 
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SimplyMap is an web-based GIS application that uses AJAX techniques to allow 
you to dynamically create and update detailed maps of geographic data sets.   
Access SimplyMap via the Find Database/Articles link on the Library homepage 
“I have a successful pharmacy in South Philly that specializes in services for retired people. I’m looking 
to expand my business.  What are some other locations that have similar demographics?” 
